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OFFICE HOURS

STAFF at the HCA

Artistic Director: Vitek Wincza

Registrar & Administrative Manager: 

Cristina Fede

Communications and School 

Coordinator: Allison Warwick 

HCA Dance Coordinator:  

Denise van Es 

Admin: Bev Long

Student Senior Leaders:  

Katherine Mallard, Emily Ledjenac

HAMILTON CONSERVATORY FOR THE ARTS

Vitek Wincza, Artistic Director
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DATES to REMEMBER
3rd Term: March 15 to June 19 (13 weeks) 

Friday, April 2 - Sunday, April 4: Easter Weekend - HCA Closed 

Monday, April 5:  Classes resume

Sunday, April 11 - Sunday, April 18: Spring Break. No classes.  

Office Hours TBD.

Monday, April 19: Classes resume

Monday, May 24: Victoria Day. HCA Closed

Saturday, May 29 - Saturday, June 19: Pre-registration for Current Students 

Saturday, June 19: Last day of class 

Explore your creativity with short courses in
Flamenco, Contemporary, Textile Collage, Acting for Film and TV, 
Improv, Group Violin, and more. Space is limited!

&&

Vitek Wincza, Artistic Director

Monday to Thursday: 1pm-9pm 
Saturday: 9am-4pm
HCA is closed on Friday and Sunday

... ...
TALK TO US

Got feedback to share?  
We welcome your comments!  
Please call us at 905-528-4020, 
email info@hcarts.ca, provide your 
comments in person, or submit 
feedback on our website hcarts.ca.

https://www.hcarts.ca
https://www.hcarts.ca/adult-workshops
https://www.facebook.com/HamiltonConservatory
https://twitter.com/hcarts?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/artsliveathca/?hl=en


Dear HCA Community... 
As I look at all the challenges that we have collectively 
faced this year, I am happy that things are finally  
looking more positive and there is light at the end of the 
tunnel. It’s been a difficult time for everyone, but I am 
greatly inspired by the resilience of our HCA families, 
staff, and faculty members. I’d like to commend our 
wonderful staff and instructors, who all shone with their 
commitment, positive attitude, and professionalism. 
I’d also like to thank our students for continuing to take 
classes at HCA; it’s been an unprecedented year for 
local businesses, and your ongoing support propels us 
forward with purpose. We missed having our dance students in the 
building, and feel enlivened by witnessing HCA students explore their 
passions and talents in our physical studios.

We have been moving ahead with exciting new projects, and our  
Black Box Theatre is almost complete! This new space, made  
possible by the Ontario Trillium Foundation and the tireless work  
of our sister non-profit Culture for Kids in the Arts, will provide  
opportunities for our students, artists, and the people of Hamilton. 
Our goal is to eventually offer arts programming each Sunday,  
serving our community through the presentation of high quality arts 
events involving a mix of local, national, and international artists.  
We are proud to become the newest venue in our city’s performing 
arts scene, and are thrilled at the prospect of bringing world-class 
performances to our city! 

Continuing on in the theme of expansion, HCA is  
offering a new series of Adult Workshops this spring.  
It is our firm belief that adults need their own  
independent place at the Conservatory. With the 
accumulated stress of the pandemic, adults deserve 
opportunities to find wellness, recharge, and express 
their creative energy in a supportive environment. From 
Beginner Flamenco classes with award-winning dance 
artist Carmen Romero to Acting for Film and TV, we are 
offering workshops in visual arts, dance, music, and 
theatre that should interest everyone! Find out more in 

this edition of the newsletter. 

We are also busy planning our children’s arts camps, and summer 
classes for kids, teens, and adults. Stay tuned for more information. 
In May, we will have our class schedule for the 2021/22 school year, 
and as always, our current students will be given the opportunity to 
pre-register before the general public. 

I look forward to our plans in the coming months, and invite you to be 
part of the excitement! 

  

 Sincerely,                    

 Vitek Wincza, Artistic Director
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A NOTE from the ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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Celebrating Janine Hunt’s Life and Legacy 
In December, Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts was profoundly saddened to hear of  
the passing of our beloved music teacher and friend, Janine Hunt, after a long illness. 

Janine left a long-lasting legacy at HCA, and impacted so many over the years - staff,  
her fellow instructors, and thousands of students and families who benefited from her 
teaching and important foundational work within our organization. She helped develop  
our Children’s Arts Exploration field trip programs, which continues to introduce  
hundreds of local children to the arts each year. Janine was also crucial in the early  
development of our charitable organization Culture for Kids in the Arts, which has  
provided accessible arts programming to more than 57,000 children and youth over 20 
years. In her teaching practice, Janine led with kindness and compassion, giving her  
students a supportive space to learn and flourish. Janine’s Orff program introduced young 
children to the world of music in a holistic manner, and she fostered a love of the arts in 
each of her private music students.  

Beyond her accomplishments, Janine had a beautiful empathetic spirit that lit up every room she entered. As one of HCA’s team 
members described her, “Janine had a peaceful and calming presence to which everyone was drawn.” Each year during the 
holidays, HCA staff looked forward to receiving her hand-crafted Christmas cards and grape jelly made with fruit from her  
garden. Janine was a social person who valued community, and was deeply interested in others’ lives and well-being. She  
delighted in hosting open house gatherings for friends in her cozy, book-filled home during her illness, and generously cooked  
a delicious dinner for HCA staff last winter before the pandemic. Janine was a lifelong learner, a voracious reader, and a spiritual, 
contemplative person who had so much wisdom to share with others. She had a strong interest in visual art and calligraphy, and 
enjoyed taking cello lessons at the Conservatory in her spare time. Janine had a large, loving family that participated in HCA  
activities over the years, and we felt privileged to watch her children grow and her family become part of our own. 

Janine Hunt lived fully each day, taking pleasure in small moments and inspiring her friends to do the same. We will miss her  
immensely, and want to thank Janine for touching all of us so deeply and leaving us with an impactful legacy that will continue  
to live on into the future. @
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Flamenco is one of Spain’s many dance forms that originated in Southern Spain by the Roma people that migrated there from northern 
Europe, Asia and Africa. Flamenco is an artform that celebrates the amalgamation of many cultures. I would like to try and give you a visual, 
musical and emotional description. I would say that Flamenco is visually both exciting as it is vigorous and pulsing yet sensuous and earthy. 
It is very percussive from the clapping, footwork and is mostly accompanied by the guitar and a singer who sometimes sounds like they are 
yelling in despair or cheering in happiness! The extremes in flamenco are what makes you feel alive. Flamenco is about life and death and 
everything in between.

My instructional philosophy is simply that my classes are inclusive and a safe place to explore. When we are in a state of learning we are 
vulnerable. My students should always feel like they belong and that they are safe to explore their feelings and creativity as well as their per-
ceived limits. It is my personal goal to reach everyone in class and pay attention to each student so that I can identify how they learn and then 
teach them. Dance and flamenco is my true love after my daughter. I am fulfilled and grateful when someone trusts in me to guide them. I am 
proud when I see someone execute something I have taught them, with power, passion and grace. Furthermore, I am in awe when they take 
what I taught them and develop it to the next level. Every great teacher should have a student that one day will excel. I have many students 
who have gone on to create their own works and performing companies and have won awards. This gives me great purpose and pride.

Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts is thrilled to offer flamenco dance workshops for both teens and adults on Friday nights,  
beginning in May. Leading Canadian flamenco artist and teacher Carmen Romero joins us from Toronto, where she runs the 
flamenco collective Compañía Carmen Romero.  We spoke to Carmen about her dance background, what makes flamenco such a 
special art form, and how she approaches teaching. Interested in flamenco or any of our other Adult Workshops in theatre, dance, 
visual arts, or theatre?  Visit hcarts.ca/adult-workshops for details, or speak to the HCA administrative team. 

My parents loved it. My father was from Southern Spain and my mother from Germany. Flamenco music was always playing in our home, 
However, I did not get bitten until I actually saw a live flamenco performance. When I saw the beautiful women stamping their feet powerfully 
in the ground, I put the sound and image together and knew that I wanted to learn how to do this.  I was eight years old at the time.  The next 
day, I looked in the phone book (before cell phones!) and I found the only school listed at the time, and it was the Paula Moreno Spanish Dance 
School. My parents signed me up and the rest is history.  When I was thirteen, I started to train privately with famous flamenco dancers that 
came to Canada to perform at the historical Don Quijote Restaurant in Toronto.  I first trained with the infamous Manolete Maya, then La Tati.  
At age fifteen, I took a year off high school and trained in Spain. I returned when I was seventeen, yet over the years continue to return to Spain 
to research and train.  I started performing professionally by the time I was fifteen.  I danced with local groups as well as at Canada’s  
Wonderland for six seasons. This was an excellent training ground for what became the beginning of school. After shows people would ask  
me for lessons and eventually one student led to two and now I run a school in Toronto.

For those who are new to flamenco how would you describe it?  

What is your instructional philosophy and the most rewarding aspect of teaching?  
What can people expect from your workshops at HCA?

What’s your personal history with flamenco dance, and how did you decide to pursue it  
professionally?

FLAMENCO!

https://hcarts.ca/adult-workshops
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Artistic Director – Vitek Wincza

CKA - Victoria Long

Design and Editorial – Caroline Brown, Allison Warwick 

  

CONTRIBUTORS-
Vitek Wincza, Artistic Director

CKA, a charitable organization of the Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts, invites 
enthusiastic community members who are passionate about arts to be a part of 
advocating and generating excitement through the promotion of CKA’s vision to 
provide arts every day, everywhere, for everyone.

Culture for Kids in the Arts is seeking candidates to  
serve on our volunteer governing Board of Directors

New Name with an Expanded Mandate!

ckarts.ca/board

Since its beginning over 20 years ago, CKA has delivered innovative, high quality 
arts education programs to more than 57,000 children and youth at no cost to 
the families CKA has served.  Together with its new members, CKA is poised and 
ready to spread the word about the new name and impact Arts For All contributes 
to an inspired, creative and healthy community!

https://www.ckarts.ca/board



